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PREFACE

For many years I have had a desire to write the things of God, which I

have come to know through the forty-seven years since my conversion

experience with Christ, as the pastor of three churches, and as a church

superintendent.

It is a task for which I feel inadequate, but I am encouraged by a strong

conviction that the truly good books are not made so by the writer’s

scholarship, vocabulary, grammatical skills or pleasing style, but by great

content communicated as clearly as possible to the intellectually honest

reader.

This work is dedicated to all who have a sincere desire to know God, and

to understand His provision of salvation in Christ.
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A careful reading…

of the following introduction is important for a

proper understanding of the contents of this book.
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INTRODUCTION

There is much error and confusion in the Church today. This is

especially alarming as it relates to the Church’s interpretation of God’s

provision for human salvation.

God has revealed the state of His Church toward and at the end of this

present age, “Thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have

need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and

poor, and blind, and naked” (Rev. 3:17).

This tragic picture indicates a dangerous assumption that there is nothing

wrong with her message, and that her standard of success may include the

areas of attendance, membership, finances, facilities and program.

God always measures the success of His people by the single standard of

His message. He never measures their success by a standard of numbers,

finances, facilities or programs. It appears the Church is measuring her

success by a different standard than God’s (Amos 7:7-8).
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This has happened many times before, “My people are destroyed for lack

of knowledge; they are confused, they err in vision; hear they indeed, but

understand not; and see they indeed, but perceive not. They know not,

neither will they understand; they walk on in darkness: all the foundationsof

the earth are out of course” (Hosea 4:6; Isaiah 28:7, 8; Isaiah 6:9; Psalm

82:5).

Let this direct attention to an extremely important rhetorical question: “If

the foundations be destroyed (torn in pieces and removed), what can the

righteous (God’s people) do?” (Psalm 11:3). According to what God

expects His people to be doing, the required answer is “nothing.”

The primary and major responsibility of God’s people is to perceive and

present. They are to perceive God as He really is, and then they are to

present Him to others as He really is.

The second part is impossible without the first, and succeeding at the first

part joyfully compels the second.

This is worthy of repetition: presenting Him is impossible without first

perceiving Him, and perceiving Him always joyfully compels presenting

Him to others.
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This all-important work of accurately perceiving God requires His people

to “earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered to the saints”

(Jude 3) “The faith” is not a reference to personal believing, but to God’s

self-disclosure by which His people may come to perceive Him, and without

which perceiving Him is made impossible.

Consider the Lord’s alarming prophetic question, “when the Son of man

cometh shall He find the faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8; the definite article

is in the Greek text). In asking this question, Christ implies a real possibility

that He might not find the faith on the earth when He comes again.

Christ says His Church is “the salt of the earth,” but it can lose that which

makes it salt, and if it does it becomes ineffective and unfit for its purpose of

perceiving and presenting Him (Matthew 5:13). It is “the faith” which

makes the Church “salt.”

Please understand that the Church can be in possession of innumerable

copies of the inspired Scriptures, with a profusion of translations and

paraphrases, and still lose “the faith.”
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We need to be constantly aware that if the foundations are destroyed,

God’s people can do nothing. They cannot perceive God for themselves,

and so they cannot present Him to others. These “foundations” are the

essential supporting principles of God’s self-disclosure, which He calls “the

faith.”

When these foundational truths are removed, the message of the Church

is rendered irrational and incomprehensible. God’s people become

confused, perceive error as truth, truth as error, and “walk on in darkness”

(Psalm 82:5; Isaiah 5:20).

There is strong and abundant evidence today, both objective and

subjective, that the majority of the Church has suffered the destruction of the

foundations, and as a result they are losing the faith.

These foundational truths are essential for discerning and retaining the

faith; and they are indispensable to understanding the cross of Christ, and

God’s provision for human salvation.
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The major purpose of this writing is to give a brief exposure of the

foundations of the faith in order to present the salvation in Christ, which I

am perceiving and enjoying.

Arthur L. Slye, Jr.
Hillsboro, Texas
December 1, 2007
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CHAPTER ONE

God, Creation and Revelation

ONE ETERNAL GOD

1. If ever there were nothing, there would still be nothing. Since

many things now are, it follows that something, or Someone, has

always been.

2. “In the beginning God…the eternal God…all things were created

by Him and for Him” (Genesis 1:1; Deuteronomy 33:27;

Colossians 1:16).

GOD’S SELF-DISCLOSURE

3. The inspired Scriptures of the Christian Bible, according to God’s

purpose and meaning, are inerrant and infallible (2 Timothy 3:16;

John 10:35).
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4. The Word of God is our source of accurate and trustworthy

information. It is the completed self-disclosure of God to man

(John 17:14, 17; Isaiah 40:8; Psalm 19:1-4a).

5. God’s Word reveals His person, His purpose, and His program.

These are: (1) The attributes of His nature and the actions of His

character. (2) What He is doing in eternity and time. (3) How He

is doing what He is doing.

6. The Word of God comes to us out of the inspired Scriptures of the

Christian Bible, and is discerned only under the illuminating

influence of God the Holy Spirit (John 16:13-15; 1 Corinthians

2:10).

A MORAL GOD

7. God is sovereign. This means He has the power and authority to do

anything He pleases and is not answerable to any beyond Himself.

But He is always and forever answerable to His own intrinsic

nature.

8. God is a moral being. The moral standard for God is His own

perfect nature. He refers to this natural moral standard as “the

manifold wisdom of God” (Ephesians 3:10). This is all the distinct

parts of His nature functioning as a single harmonious whole.
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9. It is foundational and vital to God’s eternal purpose for all the

holy angels, and all the Church of Jesus Christ, to understand

this divine nature and how it must function (Ephesians 3:10,

11).

10. The divine nature is composed of twelve essential qualities called

“attributes.” God is love, God is holy, God is truth, God is just, and

eight more.

11. The moral character of God is revealed and understood in the

fact that He only and always acts in full accord with all of the

essential attributes of His perfect nature.

12. Because He will not, God shall never act in violation of love, truth,

holiness, justice, or any of the other essentials of His nature.

IF GOD DID WRONG

13. If God should act in violation of any of the essential attributes

of His nature, the one or more attributes acted against would be

eliminated. He would no longer possess all the parts essential to

the divine nature, and so He would no longer be God.
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14. Being no longer God, He would lose His divine authority, “the

word of His power,” by which all things are held together, and by

which all things are held up (Hebrews 1:3; Colossians 1:17).

15. As the result, all things would come apart and collapse into a

permanent ruin of disorder, darkness and misery – a universal and

eternal hell.

16. It is in these stupendous truths that we come to understand why

there is no salvation for angels that sinned (Jude 6; 2 Peter 2:4);

only one way of salvation for humanity (John 14:6; Acts 4:12); the

one way of human salvation is “narrow” (Matthew 7:14); and why

the righteous are “scarcely” saved (1 Peter 4:18).

17. God is “God” by reason and virtue of His perfect nature. He is

“Alpha” because He is the eternal first reality (Revelation 1:11).

He is the universal “Father” because He is the source and cause of

all existence beyond Himself (Colossians 1:16).
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PURPOSE OF SCRIPTURES

18. The inspired Scriptures are given so that men may come to “know”

God in the way that promises eternal salvation (John 17:3).

19. God’s purpose for the Scriptures is to reveal Himself – His person,

His purpose and His program (cf.5).

20. The Scriptures are not for revealing man, angels, or any other thing.

In the process of revealing Himself, God uses men, angels and

many other things.

21. Adam, the first man, is used to reveal God’s own experience in past

eternity. “The Lord God said, it is not good that the man should be

alone; I will make him an help meet for him” (Genesis 2:18 – 24).

GOD ENTIRELY ALONE

22. Because He is the eternal creator of all things beyond Himself, it

follows that before God’s first act of creating, He was entirely

alone.

23. God reveals His conclusion that it was not good, or best, for Him to

be alone (Genesis 2:18).
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24. He decides to create – “I will make” (Genesis 2:18). “All things

were created by Him and for Him” (Colossians 1:16). “Thou hast

created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created”

(Revelation 4:11).

25. He created all things for Him and His pleasure. Nothing is for me

or you. Nothing is for our pleasure. But God desires and has

provided for us to inherit all things, and to enjoy His pleasures

forevermore (Revelation 21:7; Romans 8:17; Psalm 16:11; 36:8).
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CHAPTER TWO

Helps Meet For God

RECIPROCAL LOVE

26. The divine decision was to create helps meet for God. The

word “help” speaks of a reciprocal love companion. “Meet”

has the meaning of adequate, sufficient, fully satisfying. The

idea is to have a reciprocal love companion that would be fully

adequate for God.

27. It is of great importance that we understand what it means to love

God. It is a positive response to His will made known: “If you love

me, keep my commandments;” “He that hath my commandments

and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me.” (John 14:15, 21). “This

is the love of God, that we keep His commandments” (1 John 5:3).
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ORDER OF CREATION

28. In Gods decision to create, His motive was love, His purpose was

to be loved, and His objective was “helps” “meet” for God. He

reveals a progressive order toward His objective (Genesis 2:18-23).

29. He creates the elements of rock and soil, wind and water. He loves

them, and they always love Him back. He expresses His will to the

wind and sea, “peace be still” and they immediately love Him back

(a positive response to His will made known). “The wind ceased,

and there was a great calm” (Mark 4:39).

30. For God the elements are “helps,” they are reciprocating love

companions, but they are not “meet,” they are not adequate for

Him.

31. He creates plant life – trees, shrubs, grasses and flowers. He loves

them, and they always love Him back. He expresses His will to a

fig tree, “Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever,” and the

tree loves Him back (a positive response to His will made known),

it “withered away” (Matthew 21:18-20).

32. Plants are better reciprocal love companions than the elements, but

they are not sufficient for God. They are “helps,” but they are not

“meet” for Him.
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33. God creates animal life – fish, birds and cattle (equine, feline and

canine). He loves them, and they always love Him back. He exerts

His will and the fisherman’s net is filled with fish (John 21:5, 6,

11). He summons a donkey “whereon never man sat,” and it gently

allows Him to ride on its back (Mark 11:2, 7). These are positive

responses to God’s will made known; they are acts of loving God

back.

34. Animals are much better “helps” for Him than the plants, but still

they are not “meet.” Animals can never be fully satisfying

reciprocal love companions for God.

THE IMAGE OF GOD

35. In His continuing desire of a help “meet” for Himself, God

considers a fourth kind and level of creation. He contemplates

creating in His own image. “God is a spirit” (John 4:24). Creatures

“in the image of God” would be “spirits.”
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DANGEROUS CREATURES

36. Because God is omniscient (all knowing) and prescient (knowing

the end before the beginning), as He contemplates creating in his

own image He hesitates, and perhaps recoils. He fully perceives

both the wonder and the danger of a created spirit.

37. Up to this point in God’s progressive creation, every creature is

made with an innate program of irresistible response to God’s

will made known. This automatic positive response to the will

of God is the nature of all elements, all plants, and all animals.

38. The very nature of a created spirit would require inherent qualities,

which are inalienable. These are essentials of its being that shall

never be taken away.

39. The nature of created spirit requires three extremely significant

qualities: (1) Permanent active existence; (2) Permanent power to

love God out of real choice; (3) Permanent capacity to commit sin.

The power to love God by real choice is the capacity to commit sin.

This positive power cannot exist apart from its negative capacity.

When created spirits are failing to love God by choice, in effect

they are choosing not to love Him.
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MATRIX OF SUFFERING

40. God knows if He creates in His own image, sin shall be introduced

into His perfect and holy creation.

41. He fully understands that sin would be the matrix of a monstrous

affliction of evil, the cause of all suffering in every kind, form and

degree.

42. He is aware that sin would cause spiritual and eternal death. It

would bring disorder, fear, hate, crime, war, disease, accidents,

injury, pain, physical death, and great sorrow – “The whole creation

groaning and travailing in pain together” (Romans 8:22).

GOD’S RIGHTEOUS DECISION

43. The God who is love, applying His perfect knowledge and wisdom,

carefully considered and weighed every eventuality of a decision to

create in His own image, spirit beings which would have the full

potential of being helps “meet” for God. He compares the wonder

and glory of this desire against the affliction of sin, and all its

suffering.
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44. God makes His decision. It is loving, just and righteous. He

concludes that the sufferings of time are not worthy to be compared

with the eternal glory that shall be accomplished (Romans 8:18).

45. In comparison with this future glory of God loving and being loved

out of real choice, the affliction of sin and all its suffering is viewed

as light, brief, and necessary for producing “a far more exceeding

and eternal weight of glory” (2 Corinthians 4:17).

46. God creates spirits and calls them “angels.” “He maketh his angels

spirits” (Psalm 104:4); they are spoken of as “the heavenly host,”

and “the principalities and powers in heavenly places” (Luke 2:13;

Ephesians 3:10).
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CHAPTER THREE

Introduction of Sin

AN ARCHANGEL BECOMES THE DEVIL

47. A high ranking angel named Lucifer commits the first sin, and

exerts his influence over a third of the angels to follow him in

choosing not to love God. Because of his sin, Lucifer the archangel

becomes Satan the devil (Isaiah 14:12-14; Ezekiel 28:12-16;

Revelation 12:3-4).

A MORAL IMPOSSIBILITY

48. God loved the angels that sinned. He greatly desired to forgive and

save them. He searched the perfections of the divine mind and

found that for Him to forgive and save them would violate essential

qualities within His perfect nature.
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49. Therefore it is a moral impossibility for God to save the angels that

sinned. “The angels which kept not their first estate, he hath

reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of

the great day” (Jude 6). “God spared not the angels that sinned, but

cast them down to hell” (2 Peter 2:4).

SIN AFFECTS ALL CREATION

50. God reveals the ruined state of His creation as a result of the

introduction of sin. Creation’s perfection had been corrupted into a

state of disorder, death and darkness: “and the earth was without

form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep”

(Genesis 1:2; Isaiah 45:18).

51. The destructive effects of sin are spiritual, physical and eternal.

And they are also immediate, progressive and ultimate. “The

wages of sin is death;” “The soul that sinneth, it shall die” (Romans

6:23; Ezekiel 18:4, 20).

52. The ruined state of His creation grieved the heart of God. He

initiated a degree of restoration as a vital part of His perfect plan to

remove all sinning from His entire creation once and forever. “He

will make an utter end, affliction shall not rise up the second time”

(Nahum 1:9).
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53. God restored the elements, plant life, and animal life upon the earth

(Genesis 1:2-25).

CREATION AND FALL OF MAN

54. Then God decided to make another creature in His own image;

a different kind of created spirit, and He called it “man”

(Genesis 1:26, 27).

55. Like the angels, the inherent nature of the human spirit has

permanent active existence, and permanent power to love God out

of real choice, which is the permanent capacity to commit sin

(choosing not to love God).

56. When we come to understand the reality of these inherent and

inalienable qualities of created spirits, we are enabled to

comprehend the fact, the purpose, and the necessity of an eternal

hell.

57. Under the influence of the fallen angel Satan, the man makes a

choice not to love God. He commits sin (Genesis 3:1-6).
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58. God had warned the man Adam that “in the day” he sinned, he

would “surely die” (Genesis 2:17).

THREE FORMS OF DEATH

59. Death is a separation of two vital things. Life is the vital union of

two things.

60. There are three forms of death humanity may experience: spiritual

death, physical death, and eternal death.

61. Spiritual death is the separation of God’s Spirit from the human

spirit. Physical death is the separation of the human spirit from the

human body. Eternal death is the separation of the human spirit

from God and His creation forever (2 Thessalonians 1:9; Jude 13).

62. When the first man Adam sinned, he suffered immediate spiritual

death. He commenced his progressive physical death, and apart

from any salvation, it was certain he would face the ultimate eternal

death, which is called “hell.”



33

ENSLAVED TO SINNING

63. The moment Adam sinned he suffered a penalty of death. It was

not physical, but spiritual. God’s Spirit withdrew from the human

spirit. This spiritual death is a state of sin, a state that enslaves to

sinning (Romans 6:17, 20; 7:15-23).

64. This state of enslavement to sinning is often referred to as “the sin

nature of man,” which is simply the absence of God from the

human spirit (Romans 3:23; Ephesians 2:1-3).

65. God reveals that Adam’s spiritual death was transmitted to every

generation of humanity. By one man sin entered into the world,

and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men (Romans 5:12).

Through the sin of one man, all men were made spiritually dead

(Romans 5:15). By one man’s disobedience, all men were made

sinners (Romans 5:19). By the offence of one, judgment came

upon all men to condemnation (Romans 5:18).

REMEMBER THE ANGELIC PRECEDENT

66. God loved fallen humanity and greatly desired to save them (to

forgive, recover and keep them forever). But by the precedent of

angelic sinning it seemed certain that He could not (cf. 48-49).
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67. He had searched for a way to save the angels who sinned, and

concluded it was morally impossible for Him to do so. He found it

would violate essential attributes within His divine nature.

68. But God is love, and love compelled Him to try again. He applied

the full resources of His knowledge and wisdom, according to the

perfection of His nature, for some way of salvation for lost

mankind.

69. He considered some significant differences between angelic and

human sin: (1) Man was created into an imperfect environment

where sin had already come. (2) Man was confronted and

influenced to commit sin by Satan, an intellectually superior spirit

being (Genesis 3:1-6). (3) And most importantly, one man’s sin,

and its penalties of death, had passed upon all men.
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A Remote Possibility

ONE ON ALL – ALL ON ONE

70. God perceived a remote possibility: since one man’s sin had

passed on all men, could it be possible for the sins of all men to

pass back on one man?

71. Suddenly there is hope for fallen humanity. God has moved from

what seemed to be a moral impossibility, to a remote possibility of

Him being morally able to provide a way of salvation for man.

72. But for this to be realized, God must have an innocent sinless

man.

73. By His prescient power to foresee the end before the beginning,

God looked through all the natural generations of man and found,

“there is not a just man upon the earth, that doeth good, and sinneth

not” (Ecclesiastes 7:20). “The Lord looked down from heaven

upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did seek to

understand God. They are all gone aside, they are all together

become filthy; there is none that doeth good, no, not one” (Psalm

14:2, 3).
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74. In God’s desire and effort for human salvation, it appears He is

back from a remote possibility, to the moral impossibility of the

angelic precedent.

75. Let the full gravity of mankind’s universal spiritual death,

enslavement to sinning, and eternal condemnation, settle into the

conscious realization of all people.

76. But wait! Listen! Can you hear the angel near Bethlehem of

Judea? “Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall

be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David

a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10, 11).

GOD BECOMES MAN

77. From a virgin’s womb, God is born a man. He is born “an

innocent, sinless man” (Isaiah 7:14).
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78. When there was none, God became one. “For unto us a child is

born, unto us a son is given … and His name shall be called … The

mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace” (Isaiah

9:6). “In the beginning was the Word … and the Word was God …

and the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us” (John 1:1, 14).

Jesus Christ is God “manifest in the flesh” (1 Timothy 3:16).

79. The possibility of human salvation is first indicated by the animal

skins that God provided for Adam to replace their fig leaves. These

skins required sacrifice, the shedding of blood (Genesis 3:7, 21).

ADAM A FIGURE OF CHRIST

80. This possible provision for man’s salvation is more fully revealed

in the book of Romans, where we read that Adam “is the figure of

Him that was to come” (Romans 5:14). Adam, the first sinful man,

is a type, a likeness of Jesus Christ, the first sinless man.
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81. “But not as the offence, so also is the free gift;” “But not as … so

also is;” “not as … so is” (Romans 5:15, 16). God is telling us that

in some way they are not at all alike, and yet in some way they are

exactly alike.

82. God’s revelation of the vital principle sounds like double-talk. One

passed on all, and all pass on one. One sin, of one man, had passed

on all men to condemnation; and so it might be possible for all the

sins, of all men, to pass back on one innocent, sinless man in order

to make a provision of salvation for every man.

83. God’s effort to provide man’s salvation shall employ the exact

same principle (one passed on all), in a reverse application(all pass

on one), for the opposite effect (as all men were made sinners in

Adam, God’s provision is to make all men holy in Christ).

84. Do we see how Adam is “the figure” of Christ? Both are one man,

who applied the same principle, which affected all men.
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CHAPTER FIVE

The Cup and The Cross

GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE

85. The Lord Jesus Christ, knowing His crucifixion was imminent, and

being fully aware of what He must suffer on the cross, “began to be

sorrowful and very heavy … even unto death” (Matthew 26:37,

38).

86. In the garden of Gethsemane He prayed, “O my Father, if it be

possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless … if this cup may

not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done”

(Matthew 26:39, 42). “And being in agony … His sweat was as it

were great drops of blood falling down to the ground” (Luke

22:44).

87. Christ was arrested, beaten, cruelly abused, and improperly tried

before Caiaphas the high priest, the Roman governor Pilate, and

Herod the king. He was condemned to death, nailed to a wooden

cross, reviled and mocked (Matthew chapters 26 and 27; Luke

chapters 22 and 23).
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THE CUP

88. But all of this was as nothing compared with the dreadful “cup” the

innocent sinless Christ was about to “drink.”

89. He was nailed to the cross at approximately the third hour of the

morning (9 A.M.). “Now from the sixth hour (noon) there was

darkness over all the earth unto the ninth hour (3 P.M.)” (Matthew

27:45; Luke 23:44).

90. The innocent sinless man is drinking “the cup.” This is the

comprehensible and inconceivable cup. It is filled with all the sins,

of every member of the human race, through all the generations of

man.

FORSAKEN OF GOD

91. The more He drank, the darker it grew, until He cried out with a

loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” That is, “My God,

My God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46).
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92. He is forsaken because God has “made Him, who knew no sin, to

be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in

Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21; Isaiah 53:6).

SERPENT ON A POLE

93. On the cross, God has made Christ the serpent on the pole that

Moses had lifted up in the wilderness. The serpent is the symbol of

sin (Numbers 21:6-9; John 3:14, 15).

94. By drinking the cup, the sinless Christ was made the embodiment

of all human sin. On this one innocent man, God has exacted the

full penalty required by His just nature for every human sin.

95. To be forsaken of God is a description of “hell.” Christ “tasted” of

eternal death for every man (Hebrews 2:9), but He did not remain

in hell because eternality does not belong to the nature of hell, but

to the nature of its victims (The fallen angels, and all human spirits

who do not find salvation in Christ) (Psalm 16:10; Acts 2:27).
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“IT IS FINISHED”

96. And now from the cross Christ says, “It is finished! Father, into thy

hands I commend my spirit,” and He bowed His head and died

(John 19:30; Luke 23:46).

97. His dead body is taken down from the cross and placed in a tomb

(Luke 23:52, 53; Matthew 27:57-60).
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CHAPTER SIX

Success or Failure

98. Did it work? Has the horrific sacrifice of the “Lamb of God” (John

1:29) succeeded? The answer must come in one way: either

resurrection or no resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:14, 17, 18).

GOD’S SEAL OF ACCEPTANCE

99. The resurrection of the dead body of Jesus Christ from the grave

would be God’s approval on the “finished” work of Christ. It

would be His royal seal of acceptance, the divine validation of His

Son’s success in providing a way for human salvation.

100. Can we conceive of God the Father, for three days and nights,

reviewing and carefully examining every smallest detail of the real

humanity, the qualifying sinless life, and the substitutionary death

of His Son?
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101. We can, when we understand that if it is flawed at any point, in the

least way, to the slightest degree, then God’s grand effort to provide

for human salvation has failed, and the dead body of Jesus Christ

shall remain in the tomb and decay.

102. Has Christ succeeded or failed? Sensing the magnitude of the

question, creation waits in breathless silence of awful anticipation

(Romans 8:19-22).

“HE IS RISEN”

103. The answer is discovered very early on Sunday morning when two

women arrive at the tomb, and an angel of the Lord declares unto

them, “Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, He

is risen” (Luke 24:5, 6; Matthew 28:1-6).

104. There had been a precursor of the answer in a more obscure, but

significant event. At the moment of Christ’s death, God had torn in

two the veil of the Jewish temple from the top to the bottom. This

signified a way of reconciliation to God had been opened for all

men (Mark 15:37, 38).
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JUST AND JUSTIFIER

105. God is just. It is this quality in the divine nature which was most

directly threatened by God’s desire to provide for man’s salvation.

This is because the divine justice must require the full penalty for

every sin (Isaiah 45:21; Zephaniah 3:5).

106. God’s just nature declares from all eternity, “the wages of sin is

death; the soul that sins it shall die.” The ultimate penalty for every

sin is eternal death. “Eternal death” refers to hell, even as “life

eternal” refers to heaven. (Romans 6:23; Ezekiel 18:4, 20).

107. It is because Christ has paid this penalty for all men, in a way that

fully satisfies the demands of divine justice (Isaiah 53:11), that God

is celebrating and boasting that He can remain “just” and also be a

“Saviour.”

108. “Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel together:

who hath declared this from ancient time? Who hath told it from

that time? Have not I the Lord? And there is no God else beside

me; A just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me. Look

unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God,

and there is none else” (Isaiah 45:21, 22).
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109. “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of

Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: He is just, and

having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt

the foal of an ass” (Zechariah 9:9).

110. “To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he (God)

might be just, and the justifier of the ones who are believing in

Jesus” (Romans 3:26).

111. It is only because of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ that God can be

both just and justifier; that He can remain a just God and also have

salvation for us.

OFFENSE OF THE CROSS

112. In order to comprehend the true meaning of salvation in Christ,

we must realize that it would be a violation of the divine nature,

and therefore a moral impossibility, for God to save any man

apart from His provision in Christ.
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113. This absolute fact is the universal and historical reason that true

Christianity is violently offensive to so many in the religious world.

But Christ openly declares, “I am the way, the truth, and the life:

no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). And the

Holy Spirit, in reference to Jesus Christ, openly proclaims through

the apostle Peter, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there

is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we

must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
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CHAPTER SEVEN

Unconditional and Conditional

UNCONDITIONAL PROVISION

114. Salvation in Christ is unconditionally provided for all humanity:

“Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth” (Isaiah

45:22).

115. “For God so loved the world (all humanity) that He gave His only

begotten Son …” (John 3:16). God will have all men to be saved

(1Timothy 2:4). Salvation hath appeared (been made available) to

all men (Titus 2:11).

116. “Jesus Christ is the propitiation (the atoning sacrifice) for our sins:

and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world” (1

John 2:2). “Christ Jesus gave himself a ransom for all” (1 Timothy

2:5, 6).

117. “The Lord is not willing that any (man) should perish, but that all

(men) should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). “Whosoever will,

let him come and take of the water of life freely” (Revelation

22:17).
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CONDITIONAL APPLICATION

118. While it is certainly true that God’s salvation is unconditionally

provided for all men, it is not unconditionally applied or effective

for any man. Its effective application must be individual and

personal.

119. Salvation in Christ is personally received and made effective on

the one condition of active faith in Jesus Christ.

120. God is “just and the justifier” of the one who is believing, the one

who is maintaining active faith in Jesus Christ (Romans 3:26).

121. “Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of

unbelief, in departing from the living God…For we are made

partakers of Christ (the fullness of salvation in Him), if we hold the

beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end.” This is staying

under the convictions and assurances of active faith (Hebrews 3:12,

14).
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122. Everyone who is believing in Christ shall not perish, but have

everlasting life (John 3:15, 16).

123. “The just shall live by faith,” but if he draws back from believing,

God shall have no pleasure in him. We can decide, and make sure

we will not be of those who draw back from faith unto perdition

(eternal destruction), but of those who continue believing “to the

saving of the soul” (Hebrews 10:38, 39).

124. The most concise statement of God’s provision and application for

personal salvation is, “For by grace are ye saved through faith”

(Ephesians 2:8). “Grace” is God’s full provision in Christ for the

salvation of all men. “Faith” is the required condition for personal

reception and application of grace. Human salvation is by God’s

grace being received through man’s active faith. Personal salvation

is by our faith acting on God’s truth.

125. Christian truth is the fuel, that powers the pump of active faith,

which draws the flow of saving grace.
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UNIVERSAL CAPACITY AND

UNCOMMON ACTIVITY

126. It is imperative to distinguish between faith as a passive capacity,

the noun form, and faith as a spiritual activity, the verb form. All

men have the capacity of faith, but sadly, only a few have the

activity.

127. The only way for any man to receive God’s saving grace is through

the verb form, the spiritual activity of faith called “believing.”

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved” (Acts

16:31).

128. Active faith in Jesus Christ is more than intellectual assent of the

mind to biblical information. It is also a consenting of the human

will. And finally it is resting on the trustworthiness of the moral

nature and righteous character of God to do all He says He will do

(Isaiah 46:11b).

129. All Christians are acknowledging the veracity of the inspired

Scriptures. They are constantly willing for God’s truth to be

applied and made effective in their daily lives, and they are fully

trusting God to do so. They are assenting, consenting, and resting –

they are “believing.”
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CHAPTER EIGHT

Four Salvation Needs

SAVED FROM WHAT

130. When men hear the word “saved,” or “salvation,” they would do

well to ask: salvation from what? Prior to salvation in Christ, all

humanity needs saving from four things in a required order. Using

one word for each, they are sins, sin, sinning and hell.

131. The word “sins” (plural) refers to all past sins every man has

personally committed (Romans 3:23; 1 John 1:8-10).

132. The word “sin” (singular) refers to the state of sin in which all men

are by natural birth. It is properly spoken of as the sin nature of

man. This “sin nature” is Adam’s spiritual death, which passed

upon all men. It is the absence of God from the human spirit(cf.

63-65; Ephesians 2:2-3).
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133. The word “sinning” refers to the continuing misuse of the created

spirit’s power to love God out of real choice, which is also the

permanent capacity to commit sin. Sinning is using the positive

power as the negative capacity – it is the opposite of loving God.

Failing to love God by real choice is the same as choosing not to

love Him (cf. 39).

134. The word “hell” refers to the eternal state, location and final

disposition of every fallen angel and all human spirits who fail to

find, embrace, and hold God’s salvation in Christ. Hell is defined

as, “being punished with everlasting destruction from the presence

of the Lord, and from the glory of his power.” It is described as

“outer darkness,” and “the blackness of darkness forever” (2

Thessalonians 1:9; Matthew 22:13; Jude 13).

LOGICAL ORDER OF SALVATION

135. Consider the logical order of full salvation: men must be saved

from their “sins,” before they can be saved from “sin.” And unless

they are saved from the sin nature, it is impossible for them to be

saved from “sinning.” And if they are not saved from sinning, they

cannot be saved from “hell.”
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136. The New Testament word translated “salvation” is the Greek

“soteria.” This word has the basic ideas of rescue, deliverance and

safety. Christian salvation is an orderly process of being rescued,

delivered, and made safe from the guilt of sins; the ruin of sin; the

danger of sinning; and the destruction of hell.

137. The moment one repents and believes in Christ he is washed from

all his sins. He is absolved from the guilt of every sin he has

committed (Romans 3:19, 23, 25).

138. When a man receives Christ into his washed spirit, he is

immediately cleansed from the ruin of sin. He is delivered from

the sin nature inherited from Adam. He is passed from spiritual

death to spiritual life. Spiritual life is the presence of God in the

human spirit. The sin nature, which is the absence of God from the

human spirit, is remedied by the indwelling presence of Christ

(Romans 6:17, 18, 20, 22; Colossians 1:26, 27; 1 John 3:14; 5:12).

139. It was spiritual death that naturally and universally enslaved all

human spirits to sinning (Romans 6:20, 22; Ephesians 2:1-3). God

relates the struggle the apostle Paul had with this enslavement

before his conversion to Christ (Romans 7:7-25).
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CHRISTIANITY’S OBJECTIVE

140. Please keep in mind the fact that sinning is the horrific affliction

upon God’s creation. God’s nature and character require its

removal. He is patiently working His perfect plan to remove all

sinning from His entire creation once and forever(Romans 8:18-22;

Nahum 1:9; Revelation 21:4-6a).

141. The objective and target of Christianity is salvation from

“sinning.” Being saved from “sins” and “sin” are only necessary

prerequisites, and “hell” is merely the required consequence of

sinning.

142. Continuing in the order of salvation’s process, Christ saves all who

are believing in Him from “sinning,” from the danger of the

created spirit’s permanent capacity to commit sin (1 John 2:6; 3:5-

10a).

143. As the result of salvation from sinning, Christ has also saved from

the destruction of “hell” (2 Thessalonians 1:9; Matthew 10:28).
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ALL NEEDS MET

144. In the required order of Christ saving “to the uttermost,”all four

salvation needs are fully met (Hebrews 7:25; Ephesians 4:24;

5:27; Colossians 1:21-23; 1 Thessalonians 3:13; 4:7; Titus 2:11-15;

1 Peter 1:15, 16).

145. God says, “your sins are forgiven you” (salvation from sins). “But

now being made free from sin (salvation from sin), you have your

fruit unto holiness (salvation from sinning), and the end everlasting

life” (salvation from hell), (1 John 2:12; Romans 6:22).

146. The first need, salvation from sins personally committed, is met by

asking and believing God for His forgiveness (Acts 10:43; 13:38;

Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 1:14).

147. The second need, salvation from the inherited sin nature of

spiritual death, is met by receiving Christ (God) into the human

spirit (Romans 7:23-25a; John 1:1, 14, 10-13; 10:10; 1 John 5:12).



58

148. Full salvation is provided, promised, and realized only in Christ.

The moment we receive Christ into us, He receives us into Him

(John 6:56; 15:4, 5; 2 Corinthians 5:17, 21; Ephesians 1:3; 3:6;

Philippians 4:19; Colossians 1:28; 2:8-10).

SALVATION FROM SINNING

149. Personal realization of the third need, salvation from sinning, is to

be immediate, constant, progressive, and permanent.

150. It is immediate by Christ receiving the convert into Him. There can

be no sinning in Christ; it is not possible to commit sin in Him (1

John 3:5).

151. It is constant, continuing without interruption, by abiding

(remaining, staying) in Christ. To commit sin the convert must go

out of Christ, he must break the Christian relationship of mutual

indwelling by failing to abide in Christ (John 6:56; 15:4-6; 1 John

2:6; 3:6, 9).

152. It is progressive, advancing toward the goal of permanence, by

being in Christ; continuing in His Word; being His disciple indeed

(real Christian); and growing in the knowledge of the truth (John

8:30, 31; Galatians 4:19; Colossians 1:10; 1 Peter 2:2; Hebrews

5:11-6:1; Isaiah 28:9, 10).
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153. It is made permanent by coming to know the truth in the way that

makes one free from committing sin. Knowing the truth in this way

results in perceiving God as He really is. It is this accurate

perceiving of God, His person, His purpose and His program,

which conforms the Christian to the moral image of God’s Son

(John 8:32-36; 17:3; Romans 8:29; 2 Corinthians 3:18; 1 John 3:1,

2).

SALVATION FROM HELL

154. The fourth need, salvation from “hell,” has been met in the third

need. Because of salvation from sinning, the purpose and necessity

of hell is eliminated.

155. The purpose and necessity of hell is revealed and understood in the

facts that all created spirits have permanent active existence, and

permanent power to love God by real choice, which is the

permanent capacity to commit sin. This nature of created spirit

reveals and explains the fact, purpose, and necessity of an eternal

hell.
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FULL ASSURANCE AND TRUE SECURITY

156. God makes it abundantly clear that all who are received into Christ,

and are found abiding in Him, shall be eternally saved.

“Whosoever is believing in Him shall not perish, but have

everlasting life.” There is no condemnation to them who “are in

Christ Jesus.” (John 3:16; Romans 8:1; Philippians 3:8, 9; 2

Timothy 1:1; 1 John 2:24-25).

157. For the convert in Christ (the Christian), no specific time of

continuing in God’s word, or degree of progress in the knowledge

of the truth, is required for eternal salvation.

PERFECT MORAL STATE

158. Being in Christ is a perfect moral state. It is a state of true holiness,

a state of real salvation from sinning. It is not a state of perfect

knowledge or performance. A Christian (the convert in Christ) can

be woefully lacking in knowledge and understanding, weak and

struggling, but his faith is acting on the Christian truth he knows.



61

159. His “building on the foundation,” his performance for the Lord,

may be of poor quality because of imposed limitations beyond his

control. He may be a “wood, hay and stubble” Christian. These

are not sins, but works for Christ, which produce nothing of lasting

value (1 Corinthians 3:11-15).

160. Perhaps all Christians in some ways and degrees are victims of

emotional and psychological damage suffered during the course of

their lives. Some of these may be with them for the remainder of

their time on earth, even as they are continuing in Christ.
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CHAPTER NINE

Two Essential Requirements

EXPERIENCE AND RELATIONSHIP

161. The personal acceptance and full application of God’s provision for

human salvation has two essential requirements: a conversion

experience and the Christian relationship (Matthew 18:3; Acts

3:19; John 3:3; 6:53-56; 15:4-6).

162. Christ speaks of these two requirements as “the strait gate” and “the

narrow way” (Matthew 7:13, 14).

163. It is of great significance that these two requirements are

represented in the two ritual sacraments of the Church.

WASHED AND DELIVERED

164. The ritual of water baptism represents the spiritual realities of the

conversion experience with Christ.
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165. The conversion experience is an internal spiritual cleansing. The

convert is washed from all his past sins by God’s forgiveness, and

he is delivered from the sin nature of spiritual death by receiving

Christ into his spirit (John 13:8; Matthew 18:3).

MUTUAL INDWELLING

166. The ritual of the Lord’s supper, Holy Communion, represents the

spiritual realities of the Christian relationship in Christ.

167. The moment one receives Christ, Christ receives that person into

Him, which immediately introduces the new convert into the

Christian relationship.

168. The Christian relationship is one of mutual indwelling. It is an

internal spiritual “Holy Communion.” It is the holycommon union

of Christ dwelling in a man, and that man dwelling in the Christ.

The Lord says, “He that is eating my flesh, and drinking my blood,

is dwelling in me, and I in him.” He also says, “Abide (remain) in

me, and I will abide (remain) in you” (John 6:56; 15:4).
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“CONVERT” AND “CHRISTIAN”

169. A conversion experience happens at a single point in time, and

from that point it becomes a past tense experience with Christ. This

experience constitutes one a “convert.”

170. By its nature the Christian relationship is always in the present.

The moment it is in the past it has ceased; being intended at some

future time it does not yet exist. It is only and always a present

active relationship in Christ. This relationship constitutes the

convert a “Christian.”

171. Much confusion results when the Church fails to clearly distinguish

between a convert and a Christian. They are not synonymous, they

are not interchangeable, and they should not be substituted one for

the other.

172. The term “convert” speaks of one who has had a conversion

experience with Christ. The term “Christian” speaks of one who is

currently having the Christian relationship in Christ.
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173. The Christian is necessarily a convert, but a convert is not

necessarily a Christian. We cannot be a Christian without being a

convert, but we can be a convert without being a Christian. A

convert who is not maintaining the Christian relationship, who is

not abiding in Christ, is a backsliding convert, not a Christian (cf.

211-213).
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CHAPTER TEN

Receiving and Maintaining

174. For eternal salvation, a conversion experience must be received,

and the Christian relationship must be maintained.

BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH

175. The relationship is maintained in precisely the same way the

experience is received. God’s Word says, “As ye have therefore

received Christ Jesus the Lord (experience), so walk ye in Him

(relationship).” Both are by grace through faith; they are each by

the grace of Christ through man’s faith acting on (believing) God’s

truth (Colossians 2:6; Ephesians 2:8, 9).

CONVERSION CAN BE DANGEROUS

176. The sole purpose of the conversion experience is to be in the

Christian relationship. The “strait gate” is for entering the

“narrow way.” The narrow way leads to “life” (Matthew 7:14).
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177. The infallible promise of the Christian relationship is eternal

life (1 John 2:24, 25).

178. Christ warned against, and worked to prevent the conversion of any

who did not understand its purpose, and its inherent danger. If a

man is not consciously committed to the relationship in Christ, it is

truly dangerous for him to have an experience with Christ. The

worst thing a man can do is to receive the experience, and then fail

to maintain the relationship (Mark 4:10-12; Luke 14:25-35; John

12:39-43; Hebrews 5:11-6:8; 2 Peter 2:20-22).

179. God’s Word reveals, “many are called, but few are chosen.” And

that we are to make our “calling and election sure.” He is warning

us that many receive the experience, but few maintain the

relationship. Many receive Christ, but only a few are “found in

him” (Matthew 22:14; 2 Peter 1:10, 11; Philippians 3:9).

180. All are invited, many are called, but few are chosen. God’s

“invitation” to eternal life is universal by His provision for the

salvation of all men. God’s “calling” to eternal life is by a

conversion experience with Christ. His “choosing” (selection;

election) to eternal life is by the Christian relationship in Christ.
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WEDDING GARMENT, EXTRA

OIL, GOOD GROUND

181. The Christian relationship is the “wedding garment,” the “extra

oil,” and the “good ground” of three parables which teach the real

danger of receiving an experience and then failing to maintain the

relationship (Matthew 22:1-14; 25:1-12; 13:3-23; Mark 4:3-20;

Luke 8:5-15).

182. Only those found in Christ, in the Christian relationship of mutual

indwelling, are the “good ground;” they are the wise virgins with

“lamps” (experience) and “extra oil” (relationship); these are the

“friends” (experience) wearing the “wedding garment”

(relationship).

SCRIPTURAL SALVATION

183. Of the four salvation needs of man, the first two, “sins” and “sin”

are fully met in the conversion experience. The second two,

“sinning” and “hell,” are fully met only in the Christian relationship

(cf. 130–135).
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184. Salvation from sinning is realized only in Christ: “He was

manifested to take away our sins; and in Him is no sin. Whosoever

abideth in Him sinneth not; whosoever is born of God doth not

commit sin; for His seed remaineth in Him: and he cannot sin,

because he is born of God” (1 John 3:5, 6, 9).

“IS BORN OF GOD”

185. God reveals that all who are in the Christian relationship of mutual

indwelling do not commit sin. God’s “seed” (the Christian) is

remaining in Christ, and he cannot sin because he “is born of God.”

The Christian cannot commit sin because he is in Christ.

186. The phrase “except a man be born again” surely expresses the idea

of a conversion experience with Christ. The phrase “whosoever is

born of God” clearly refers to the Christian relationship in Christ.

The convert has been “born again” (past experience), and the

Christian “is born of God” (present relationship) (John 3:3, 7; 1

John 3:9).
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187. This verse of scripture (1 John 3:9), if applied to all who have been

“born again” (past experience with Christ) is not true, and cannot

be altered to make it true. But when it is applied to one who “is

born of God” (present relationship in Christ) it is entirely and

gloriously true.

SATANIC WORLD ENVIRONMENT

188. Christians should be constantly aware of these three facts: (1) All

created spirits have permanent capacity to commit sin; (2) We are

living in a world environment which is attractive and conducive to

sinning; (3) And in this environment we are continually exposed to

an adversary, a powerful and subtle tempter who strives to deceive

Christians to come out of Christ and back into sin (1 John 2:15, 16;

3:8; 1 Peter 5:8, 9).

GOING OUT OF CHRIST

189. Every Christian is always capable of sinning, but he cannot in

Christ. He must go out of Christ in order to commit sin.



72

190. If a Christian decides to go out of Christ, it is a decision to cease

being a Christian. He has chosen to become a sinning convert,

which is called a “backslider.” The backslider still has Christ in

him, but he is not still in Christ. By choosing to commit sin he has

interrupted the Christian relationship of mutual indwelling.

191. Is it a choice to commit sin, or a decision to go out of Christ?

Consider which of these two is the easiest, and which is the more

difficult. In effect they are the same, but a conscious decision to

depart out of Christ, and cease being a Christian, is more difficult

than a simple choice to commit sin.

192. If a Christian decides to go out of Christ into sin, God immediately

commences His efforts of recovery and restoration. He does all his

moral nature can allow to bring the sinning convert out of his sin,

and back into Christ. God points to the sin and pleads for

confession, true repentance, and active faith for forgiveness and

restoration back into Christ.

193. If the backsliding convert refuses God’s efforts and continues in his

sin, the love of God, and the elasticity of His grace, will continue to

reprove, rebuke, chasten, and even scourge. The objective is a

return to “holiness,” and the issue is “life” (Proverbs 28:13; 15:10;

Hebrews 12:5-14; Revelation 3:19).
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THE UNPARDONABLE SIN

194. Continued backsliding is the dangerous road to apostasy (final

spiritual divorce). It advances toward the unpardonable sin that is

called “blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.” It is not a blasphemy

of words, but of attitude and actions. It is the blasphemy of

continuing sinful activity in spite of all the Holy Spirit can do.

Those who finally commit this unpardonable sin are called

“reprobates” (Matthew 12:31, 32; 2 Corinthians 13:5; Hebrews 6:3-

8; 2 Peter 2:20-22; Proverbs 29:1).
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

Application and Realization

IMPORTANCE OF ORIENTATION

195. The more popular teachings of the Church in our day are

experience oriented. The focus and emphasis is on the “strait gate”

conversion experience (cf. 161-162).

196. The gospel of Jesus Christ is clearly relationship oriented. Its focus

and emphasis is on the “narrow way” Christian relationship, which

leads to “life” (Matthew 7:14).

SOURCES OF BELIEFS

197. We should carefully examine the source of our beliefs about God

and the salvation He has provided. Is our source the traditions of

men, our own subjective experience, or God’s objective revelation

from the inspired Scriptures of the Christian Bible? This last one

should be our answer. And we must always test our tradition, and

our experience by the standard of God’s objective revelation.
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SALVATION IS CONDITIONAL

198. Salvation is unconditionally provided for every man, but it is not

unconditionally applied and effective for any man. Each man’s

salvation is conditional, and for its personal application the

condition must be met.

199. The gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation to every

one who is believing (Romans 1:16). The required condition for

human salvation is “believing.” It is present active faith in the

Christ of the gospel.

PARTS AND PROCESS OF ETERNAL SALVATION

200. The overall emphasis of the true gospel involves four words: truth,

faith, grace and salvation. These are amplified as Christian truth,

active faith, saving grace, and eternal salvation. The first three are

the formula for realizing the fourth.
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201. Christian truth, active faith, and saving grace are the

mechanism, the essential parts and process, by which the

desired result of eternal salvation is personally realized.

202. “Truth” is God’s self-disclosure to man. It is His revelation of the

higher reality that is beyond the range and power of man’s physical

senses. This revelation includes God’s person, His purpose, and

His program (cf. 5).

203. “Faith,” in its noun form, is a passive capacity of every created

spirit. In its verb form it is an active power called “believing.” All

men have the capacity of faith, but sadly, only a few have the

activity. All human spirits have the capacity to believe God’s truth,

but the great majority are not believing (cf. 126-127).

204. “Grace” is God’s overflowing provision for the full salvation of

every man. This provision for man is entirely unearned and

undeserved (Titus 2:11, 12; 2 Corinthians 9:8).

205. Eternal “salvation” is by God’s saving grace through man’s active

faith (Ephesians 2:8). Saving grace is personally accessed only

through active faith (Romans 5:2). Man’s passive faith must be

exposed to Christian truth in order to become active (Romans

10:14, 17).
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FUELING THE PUMP WHICH DRAWS THE FLOW

206. Faith must have truth on which to act in believing. When man’s

capacity of faith is denied Christian truth it is forced to remain

inactive, all saving grace is blocked, never to be received. Christian

truth is the essential object of active faith. Men cannot be believing

in that of which they are not hearing (Romans 10:14, 17).

207. Christian truth attracts, invites, and stimulates faith to become

active. And faith must be continually exposed to Christian truth to

remain active.

208. Christian truth is the fuel that powers the pump of active faith,

which draws the flow of saving grace. When men are believing

Christian truth, they are receiving saving grace. Truly, these three

are the “formula” and “mechanism” for eternal salvation.

209. Satan, using the world system he directs, is working to prevent

every man’s eternal salvation. He strives to accomplish this by

denying man’s faith the Christian truth it must have to be active in

believing. And he is enjoying the great tragedy of his phenomenal

success.
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210. If there is no Christian truth, there can be no active faith.

When there is no active faith, there is no access to saving grace.

If there is no saving grace, there can be no eternal salvation.

IMPORTANT DISTINCTION

211. The definitions and descriptions of the terms convert and Christian,

as they apply to God’s truth and human salvation, need to be clearly

distinguished, understood, and established (cf. 171-173).

212. A “convert” is one who has had a conversion experience with

Christ. He has been saved from all his prior sins, and from the sin

nature of spiritual death he inherited from Adam.

213. The true meaning of the term “Christian” is simply mutual

indwelling. It is the holy common union of Christ dwelling in a

man, and that man dwelling in the Christ. The Christian is a

convert who is maintaining his relationship in Christ. He is

delivered and preserved from sinning, and so he is saved from the

purpose and necessity of hell.
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RECEIVINGS AND REMAININGS

214. The true gospel says, if we will receive Christ, He shall receive us.

And if we will remain in Him, He shall remain in us. God’s

provision for man’s eternal salvation requires two “receivings” and

two “remainings.”

215. In a conversion experience with Christ there are two receivings.

When a man receives Christ into his spirit, Christ receives that man

into Him. This experience is realized by God’s saving grace

through man’s active faith.

216. In the Christian relationship there are two remainings. The

Christian is remaining in Christ, and Christ is remaining in the

Christian. This relationship is realized only by God’s saving grace

through man’s active faith.



81

217. It is absolutely and infallibly true that if we will do our receiving of

Him, He shall do His receiving of us; and if we will do our

remaining in Him, He shall do His remaining in us.
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CHAPTER TWELVE

Safe For Heaven

218. “Christ loved the Church, and gave Himself for it; that He might

sanctify and cleanse it…That He might present it to Himself a

glorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but

that it should be holy and without blemish” (Ephesians 5:25-27).

219. It is God’s plan and provision for the Church of Jesus Christ to be a

people saved from sinning – created human spirits made safe for

heaven.

220. We need to understand, and always remember what we are. We are

creatures in the image of God. We are created human spirits. We

have permanent active existence. We have permanent power to

love God by real choice. This power is also the permanent capacity

to commit sin. The nature of created spirit reveals and explains the

fact, the purpose, and the necessity of an eternal hell.
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221. Human sinning perpetuates the horrific affliction which is upon

God’s creation. God’s perfect nature and righteous character

require the ultimate removal of all sinning. It appears that God

must save us from sinning, or He must save His creation from us.

THE DECISION

222. All who are exposed to Christian truth are enabled to make a

decision about Jesus Christ and God’s provision for human

salvation. It is important to understand what the decision is.

223. Contrary to today’s popular and dangerous thinking, it is not a

decision for a momentary religious experience, which assures

avoidance of hell, and guarantees attainment of heaven, even as

personal enslavement to sinning continues (John 8:34, 35).

224. The only correct decision is for a lifetime of salvation from sinning

in the Christian relationship of mutual indwelling. This relationship

makes men safe for heaven, and thereby eliminates the purpose and

necessity of hell.
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225. The power of God unto eternal salvation must begin with the

receiving of Jesus Christ. But Christ warns against receiving Him

until there is sufficient understanding that the reason for

“receiving” is to be “remaining.” The purpose of the conversion

experience is to be in the Christian relationship(cf. 176-178).

226. A lifetime commitment to the Christian relationship results from

three things: adequate exposure to Christian truth; the gracious

influence of God’s Holy Spirit; and an honest human soul.

“How shall we escape, if we

neglect so great salvation?”

(Hebrews 2:3)
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The grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us

that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,

righteously, and godly in this present world.

Titus 2:11, 12

God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all

sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work.

2 Corinthians 9:8
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POEM

The Inspired Scriptures Received

The Word of God Discerned

The Truth of The Word Believed

The God of Eternity Perceived

The Image of His Son Achieved

The Danger of Created spirit Relieved
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A CLOSING WORD

This book is a theocentric soteriology – a God-centered teaching of

human salvation.

The gospel of Jesus Christ is God-centered. All false gospels are

creature-centered. A man-centered gospel would be a false gospel.

The term “God-centered” means that every part of the true gospel is for

the direct good of God.

The God-centered message is in total accord with God’s person, purpose

and program. It is in full harmony with His perfect plan to remove all

sinning from His entire creation once and forever. Therefore, it is also

relationship oriented with its focus and emphasis on the present relationship

in Christ, more than on a past experience with Christ.

Anything that is man-centered, which is for the direct good of man, is

always bad for God. All things that are directly good for God are always

indirectly good for man, and all creation.

Arthur L. Slye, Jr.

Hillsboro, Texas

December 1, 2007
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spiritual realities, 164-168

Safe for heaven, 149-154, 218-219, 221, 224

Salt of the earth, (Introduction)

Salvation, decision for, 220-225;

formula and mechanism, 200-210;

four needs, 130, 144, 183;

from sinning, 140-142, 148-153, 184-185; 218-219;
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Satan, 47, 57, 69, 188, 209

Saved, from what, 130, 144-154

Scriptures, inspired, 3, 18-20;

purpose of, 3, 6, 18-20
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